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Introduction 

 

The Battybook: An Overworked Editor’s System of Uniform Citation is a citation system 

or a style guide designed for the task of being an editor at 2 AM, wanting to go to bed, 

but having a deadline to meet, and needing to get citations editorialized properly. In 

such a situation, prestige, institution, or readability-based style guides may become a 

liability in requiring too much complexity and sophistication, and demanding metadata 

that may not be available within the limits of editorial schedules, than time and the 

hour allows for. 

 

The Battybook is designed for editorial convenience, without overt sacrifice of 

readability and information. Through a system of modularity, no lacking metadata 

inherently kills a citation, only weakens its findability. Through a concise classification 

system, it may be more time-efficient to train new editors and require less time when 

checking the guide for how to do that specific citation again. Through portability, any 

journal may utilize the Battybook, or an in-house variation, to convert citations into 

during editorialization process, or even request citations to be converted into it first by 

the authors. 

 

The Battybook’s mission is to ease the citation style burdens of the academic world, for 

both editors, and if wished, authors as well. To achieve this through maximum visibility, 

the book is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. 

The character art on the cover is property of the artist and is not covered by the license, 

and all usage of the artwork requires attribution.  
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I. Individual Works & Works Within Works 

 

Texts / Edited Texts / Translated Texts / Audiobooks / Individual Music / Albums / 

Maps: 

 

Author(s) (If identified and applicable) (et al. can be done after 5 authors) (ed. if edited) 

(trans. if translated), Title (If identified and applicable), Page/canon range/page 

(Optional), Timestamp/range (Optional), Pre-pagination/post-pagination (Optional, for 

text that has no page number), Front-cover/back-cover (Optional, for text on covers), 

Upcoming (If unpublished), Publisher (If identified and applicable), (Year of version) (If 

in print/music/journal article, identified, and applicable), (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (If 

not in print, identified, and applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Jane M. Doe, John L. Doe, The Wonders of Unicorns, 23-46, MacGuffin Press, 

(2026). 

E.g., Jane M. Doe, John L. Doe (ed.), The Wonders of Unicorns, Upcoming, MacGuffin 

Press. 

E.g., Jane M. Doe, John L. Doe, and Josh K. Doe, The Wonders of Unicorns, Post-

pagination, MacGuffin Press, (2026). 

E.g., Jane M. Doe, John L. Doe (trans.), The Wonders of Unicorns, Back-cover, 

MacGuffin Press, (2026). 

E.g., Jane M. Doe, John L. Doe, The Wonders of Unicorns, 5:55-7:26, MacGuffin Press, 

(Last visited: 18/05/2026). 

 

Chapters / Essays / Anthologies / Other Authors In Individual Works: 

 

Author(s) (If identified and applicable) (et al. can be done after 5 authors) (ed. if edited) 

(trans. if translated), Title (If identified and applicable), in Title (ed. if edited and same 

title as original) (trans. if translated), Page/canon range/page (Optional), Pre-

pagination/post-pagination (Optional, for text that has no page number), Front-

cover/back-cover (Optional, for text on covers), Upcoming (If unpublished), Publisher (If 

identified and applicable), (Year of version) (If in print, identified, and applicable), (Last 

visited: DD/MM/YY) (If not in print, identified, and applicable). URL (If identified and 

applicable, optional) 

 



5 
 

E.g. Jane F. Doe, Dictionary Caveats, in Analyzing Dictionaries, 4-5, MacGuffin Press, 

(2026). 

E.g. Jane F. Doe, John M. Doe (trans.), Dictionary Caveats, in Analyzing Dictionaries, 

Upcoming, MacGuffin Press. 

E.g. Jane F. Doe, Dictionary Caveats, in Analyzing Dictionaries, 4-5, MacGuffin Press, 

(Last visited: 18/05/2026). 

 

Reference Books: 

 

Reference (If identified and applicable), Reference book (If identified and applicable), 

Page/canon range/page (Optional), Upcoming (If unpublished), (Year of version) (If in 

print, identified, and applicable), (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (If not in print, identified, 

and applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Elephant, MacGuffin’s Online Dictionary, (Last visited: 15/02/2026). 

E.g., Elephant, MacGuffin’s Online Dictionary, Upcoming. 

E.g., Elephant, MacGuffin’s Dictionary, (2026). 

 

II. Archived Works & Conferences 

 

Papers / Conferences / Reports / Specifications / Theses / Dissertations / Recordings 

/ Data / Scientific Materials / Archived Communications: 

 

Author/Participant(s) (If identified and applicable) (et al. can be done after 5 authors) 

(ed. if edited) (trans. if translated), Title (If identified), Issue number (For journals and 

magazines, if identified and applicable) Publisher/Archive (If identified and applicable, 

abbreviation preferred for journals), Conference name (If identified and applicable), 

Page/canon range/page (Optional), Timestamp/range (Optional), Upcoming (If 

unpublished), (Year of version) (If in print, identified, and applicable), (Last visited: 

DD/MM/YY) (If not in print and applicable), (MM/DD/YY) (If conference or recording, if 

identified, and if applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., John G. Doe, Making Good Cupcakes, 5, MacGuffin Law Review, 78, (2026). 
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E.g., John G. Doe, Making Good Cupcakes, MacGuffin Law Review Online, (2026). 

E.g., John G. Doe, Cupcake Thesis, MacGuffin University Repository, Upcoming. 

E.g., John G. Doe, Cupcake Presentation, Cupcake Conference, 3-5, (18/05/2026). 

E.g., John G. Doe, Cupcake Recipe Guide, MacGuffin Audio Archive, 3:45-4:25, 

(18/05/2026). 

 

III. Government & Legal Sources 

 

Constitutions: 

 

Country/state name Constitution (If identified and applicable), Page/canon range/page 

(Use common sense, optional), Upcoming (If unpublished), (Year of version) (If identified 

and applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., United States of America Constitution, Article IV, (1992). 

E.g., United States of America Constitution, Upcoming. 

E.g., United States of America Constitution, Articles II, III, and IV, (1992). 

E.g., United States of America Constitution, Amendments IX, and XIV, (1992). 

E.g., United States of America Constitution, Article III Sections I-III, (1992). 

 

Statute / Law / Act / Regulation / Code: 

 

Country/state name (If identified and applicable), Title (If identified and applicable), 

Page/canon range/page (Optional), (Year of version) (If identified and applicable). URL 

(If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., United States of America, An Act to protect trade and commerce against unlawful 

restraints and monopolies, (1890). 

 

Law Draft: 
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Country name (If identified and applicable), Title (If identified and applicable), 

Page/canon range/page (Optional), Upcoming. URL (If identified and applicable, 

optional) 

 

E.g., United States of America, An Act To further regulate commerce with foreign 

nations and among the States., Upcoming. 

 

International Treaty: 

 

Title (If identified and applicable), Page/canon range/page (Optional), Upcoming (If 

unpublished), (Year of version) (If identified and applicable). URL (If identified and 

applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Free Trade Agreement between the Republic of India and the European Union, 

(2026). 

E.g., Free Trade Agreement between the Republic of India and the European Union, 

Upcoming. 

 

Court Cases: 

 

Country/state name (If identified and applicable), Full case name (If identified and 

applicable), Court name (If identified and applicable), Page/canon range/page 

(Optional), Upcoming (If unpublished), (Year of version) (If identified and applicable). 

URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., United States of America, Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. President and 

Fellows of Harvard College, Supreme Court of the United States, 131, (2023). 

 

IV. Web & Online Content 

 

Website: 
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Short site title (If applicable, use common sense), (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (If identified 

and applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Wikipedia, (Last visited: 16/02/2026). https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

 

Web Page / Article / Blog Post / Comments: 

 

Author(s) (If identified and applicable) (et al. can be done after 5 authors) (ed. if edited) 

(trans. if translated), Title (If identified and applicable), in Short site title (Use common 

sense, if identified and applicable), Page/canon range/page (Optional), Upcoming (If 

unpublished), Comments (If a comment), (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (If identified and 

applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Citation, in Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citation, (Last visited: 

16/02/2026). 

E.g., John J. Doe, Loving Muffins, in John’s Blog, 2-3, (Last visited: 17/05/2026). 

E.g., John J. Doe, Loving Muffins, in John’s Blog, Upcoming, (Last visited: 17/05/2026). 

E.g., John J. Doe, Loving Muffins, in John’s Blog, Comments, (Last visited: 17/05/2026). 

 

V. Social Media & Videos 

 

Social Media Post / Comment / Videos: 

 

Username (If identified and applicable) (et al. can be done after 5 authors) (ed. if edited) 

(trans. if translated), Title (If identified and applicable), in community name (If 

identified and applicable), on social media name (Use common sense, if identified and 

applicable), Timestamp/range (If applicable), Upcoming (If unpublished), Comments (If 

a comment), (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (If identified and applicable). URL (If identified 

and applicable, optional) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citation
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E.g., u/CakeLover123, Cakes are the best, in r/MacGuffin, on reddit, (Last visited: 

17/05/2026). 

E.g., u/CakeLover123, Cakes are the best, in r/MacGuffin, on reddit, Upcoming. 

E.g., u/CakeLover123, Cakes are the best, in r/MacGuffin, on reddit, Comments, (Last 

visited: 17/05/2026). 

 

VI. Audio, Podcasts, & Episodes 

 

Podcasts / Radio / Television Episodes: 

 

Episode title (If identified and applicable), in show (If identified and applicable), on 

channel name (Use common sense, if identified and applicable), Timestamp/range 

(Optional), Upcoming (If unpublished), Comments (If a comment), Distributor (If 

identified and applicable), (Year of version) (If identified and applicable). URL (If 

identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Pegasi Have Been Found!!!, in Discussing Findings, on Radio MacGuffin, 5:54-

8:34, MacGuffin Media, (2026). 

E.g., Pegasi Have Been Found!!!, in Discussing Findings, on Radio MacGuffin, 

Upcoming, (2026). 

E.g., Pegasi Have Been Found!!!, in Discussing Findings, on Radio MacGuffin, 

Comments, MacGuffin Media, (2026). 

 

VII. Film, Software, & Broadcast Media 

 

Films / Documentaries / Broadcasts / Recorded lectures / Webinars / Software 

Application: 

 

Title (If identified and applicable), Timestamp/range (Optional), Upcoming (If 

unpublished), Distributor/Publisher (If identified and applicable), (Year of version) (If 

identified and applicable, for films and documentaries), (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (If 

identified and applicable, for software applications) (DD/MM/YY) (If identified, for 

others). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 
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E.g., Finding Unicorns, 3:45-7:40, MacGuffin Film, (2026). 

E.g., Finding Unicorns, Upcoming, MacGuffin Film. 

E.g., Unicorn Tracker, MacGuffin Software, (Last visited: 17/05/2026). 

 

VIII. Performances 

 

Performances: 

 

Title (If identified and applicable), at venue name (If identified and applicable), 

Timestamp/range (Optional), Upcoming (If upcoming), (DD/MM/YY) (If identified and 

applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Unicorn Opera, at MacGuffin Opera House, 3:45-4:21, (23/03/2026). 

E.g., Unicorn Opera, at MacGuffin Opera House, 3:45-4:21, Upcoming, (23/03/2026). 

 

IX. Artistic Works & Exhibits 

 

Works: 

 

Artist(s) (If identified and applicable) (et al. can be done after 5 artists) (ed. if edited) 

(trans. if translated), Title (If identified and applicable), Upcoming (If upcoming), 

Location (If identified and applicable, optional), (Year of version) (If identified and 

applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Leonardo MacGuffinci, Beautiful Unicorn, MacGuffin Gallery, (2026). 

E.g., Leonardo MacGuffinci, Jane Editorski (ed.), Beautiful Unicorn, Upcoming, 

MacGuffin Gallery, (2026). 

 

Exhibits: 
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Title (If identified and applicable), at venue name (If identified and applicable), 

Upcoming (If upcoming), (Year of version) (If identified and applicable). URL (If 

identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Unicorn Exhibit, at MacGuffin Museum, (2026). 

E.g., Unicorn Exhibit, at MacGuffin Museum, Upcoming, (2026). 

 

X. Software Expansions 

 

Software Expansion: 

 

Title (If identified and applicable), for Title (If identified and applicable), Upcoming (If 

unpublished), Publisher (If identified and applicable), (Year of version) (Physical, if 

identified and applicable) (Last visited: DD/MM/YY) (Digital, if identified and 

applicable). URL (If identified and applicable, optional) 

 

E.g., Unicorn Forest Expansion, for Unicorn Finder, Upcoming, MacGuffin Games. 

E.g., Unicorn Forest Expansion, for Unicorn Finder, MacGuffin Games, (2026). 

E.g., Unicorn Forest Expansion, for Unicorn Finder, MacGuffin Games, (Last visited: 

16/05/2026). 
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DEDICATED TO 

 

Independent scholars, uneducated intellectuals, and bats. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO 

 

Academia, in spite of all its flaws, for existing for me to share my ideas within, and to 

give me this opportunity to present this style guide to the world. 

Science communicators, for all the inspiration they have given me to step up and do 

work beyond merely writing papers. 

Cas_ti3l, for the character artwork for the cover, and all the commission services they 

have provided for me. 


